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Participant Information– Parents and Guardians 

 
Research Project Title: How does Three Faiths Forum Foster Peaceful Relations? Developing an 
understanding of the complexity of faith in London’s Schools 
 
Names of the researchers:   
The researcher is Lucy Peacock, a PhD student at the Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations. Her 
supervisory team is led by Dr Kristin Aune, Senior Research Fellow at the centre. 
 
What is the research about?  
The primary objective of the research is to understand the relationship between religious identity and 
peaceful relations in schools through an evaluation of the work of interfaith charity Three Faiths Forum 
(3FF). The research aims to establish if and how 3FF’s Faith School Linking Programme fosters peaceful 
relations at interpersonal and structural levels. A desired outcome of the research is to use the findings to 
build new tools for 3FF staff to accurately monitor and evaluate the results of the programme. In doing so, 
it will enable 3FF to effectively communicate their impact to participants, donors and the general public. 
 
Who is the research funded by? 
The Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations, Coventry University. The remit of the research was agreed 
in collaboration with 3FF and advertised to potential applicants in summer 2016. 
 
Why have I been chosen to participate?   
Parents and guardians of all students on the Faith School Linking Programme 2017-18 have been invited to 
participate to share their understanding of the programme and any impact they have seen. 
 
What do I have to do if I agree to participate? 
You will be invited to complete an online survey for completion in April 2018, after the class teachers on 
the programme have been to their final day of training with 3FF. In the survey you will be asked questions 
on the themes outlined in the paragraph above. Completion of the online survey is voluntary and there will 
be no negative consequences if you decide not to complete it 
 
How will what I say be used? What will the information be used for? 
The data collected through the survey will be transcribed, and the files saved and uploaded to NVivo, a 
programme used for data analysis. Through NVivo, the researcher will perform ‘thematic analysis’ on the 
data to identify recurring discussion themes. The full online survey results will also be analysed in NVivo. 
The results of the analysis will be included alongside other findings within the researcher’s PhD thesis, as 
well as potentially in 3FF reports, academic publications and conference presentations. 
 
Will my child’s and my own anonymity be ensured?  
The researcher will adhere to Coventry University’s ‘Data Protection and Principles and Standards of 
Conduct on the Governance of Applied Research policies’ at all times during the research. In the survey, 
you are not asked your child’s or your own name but you will be asked demographic details, such as details 
of your child’s school and family background. This information is required for analysis purposes, but will not 
be revealed in any written output in such a way that you, your child, or your child’s school could be 
identified. When the data is being transcribed, any references made to named individuals will be removed 
from the transcript. In the online survey, all questions are voluntary. Confidentiality would only be 



  

breached in the case that you disclose information regarding potential harm to an individual or yourself, in 
accordance with the researcher’s duty of care.  
For more information, please see the ‘Data Protection and Confidentiality – your rights’ section below.  
 
What are the risks associated with this project?  
There are no significant risks to you or your child, and only minimal risks associated with the data collected 
(the highly unlikely case that data protection is breached). The data will be stored securely as per the 
stipulations above and all names of individuals will not be stored within the data.  
 
What are the benefits of participating? 
Your participation in this project will form part of the first systematic review of 3FF’s Faith School Linking 
Programme. The views and experiences captured in the surveys and during the observations will contribute 
to the research’s overall findings and inform the development of a new set of tools and resources for 3FF to 
use in future programme design, monitoring and evaluation. Beyond building the capacity of 3FF, the 
research seeks to shed light on the important yet under-researched topic of interfaith relations among 
young people, with the findings contributing to discussions on the effectiveness of interfaith approaches to 
building peaceful relations in schools. 
 
What happens if I don’t want to take part? 
There is no obligation to take part in the research – all participation is voluntary. If you complete the 
survey, you can skip or decline individual questions. 
 
What happens if I want to withdraw?  
You can withdraw at any time during the online survey process without giving a reason. After submission of 
the online survey (if you choose to complete it), you can withdraw the data from the research any time up 
to 6 months after the data collection took place – just ensure that you take note of your submission 
number so the researcher can identify your response. If you want to withdraw your data after 6 months 
have passed, there is no guarantee that it will be excluded from the PhD thesis analysis, however it will be 
excluded from all future publications and presentations.  
 
How can I get in contact with the researchers? 
Lucy Peacock can be contacted on peacoc16@uni.coventry.ac.uk. 
 
I have a complaint 
If you wish to make a complaint you can contact Professor Alpaslan Özerdem, Co-Director of the Centre for 
Trust, Peace & Social Relations, Tel +44(0)24 77659069; Email aa8681@coventry.ac.uk. 

 
***** 

 
Data Protection and Confidentiality – your rights 
Your data will be processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 (up until 24th May 2018) and 
the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 (GDPR) thereafter.  All information collected about you will be 
kept strictly confidential. Unless they are anonymised in our records, your data will be referred to by a 
unique participant number rather than by name. Anonymised data may be shared with Three Faiths Forum, 
subject to approval from Coventry University’s Information Protection Unit. All electronic data will be 
stored on a password-protected computer file, saved on Coventry’s secure server. All paper records will be 
stored in a locked filing cabinet. The lead researcher will take responsibility for data destruction and all 
collected data will be destroyed on or before 1st January 2028.  
 

Coventry University is a Data Controller for the information you provide.  You have the right to access 
information held about you. Your right of access can be exercised in accordance with the Data Protection 
Act 1998 (up until 24th May 2018) and the General Data Protection Regulation thereafter. You also have 
other rights including rights of correction, erasure, objection, and data portability.  For more details, 
including the right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office, please visit 
www.ico.org.uk.  Questions, comments and requests about your personal data can also be sent to the 
University Data Protection Officer - enquiry.ipu@coventry.ac.uk.  

http://www.ico.org.uk/
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